


WED 2 SEPT Jim Queen

OPENING NIGHT ZHROIH Screens with short film: Lin's Laundromat
6:15 PM Body BlOW .
THURS 3 SEPT Screens with short film: Choked

The Education Of Jane Cumming

ZHLDIAY) Screens with short film: Fish & Chips
6:30 PM SBound (;’>Oth Anpl\{ersqry) .
creens with short film: Lesbian Mud Wrestling
FRI 4 SEPT
7:00 PM Coward
10:30 AM Queer Screen Pitch Off Competition
1:15PM Sweet, Cheeky, Fearless - Shorts Programme
SAT 5 SEPT 3:30 PM Test .
Screens with short film: SUPERCOCKERS: The Real Bad Boys of Badminton
4:00 PM Montreal, My Beautiful
Also available on-demand
6:30 PM La Bola Negra
10:30AM-5:00PM  Queer Screen Studio @ AFTRS
X Hunky Jesus
SUN 6 SEPT 2:00PM vl

Screens with short film: Queering Sydney

Big Girls Don't Cry

4:15PM Screens with short film: Bottlecap

Trans and Gender Diverse Community Night

MON 7 SEPT 6:30 PM Our Effed Up World
Screens with short film: Fishy

TUE 8 SEPT

CLOSING NIGHT 7:00 PM Sweet Milk Lake

*Select on-demand program will be available 9-16 September 2026.



TRUE LOVE GIVING CIRCLES

Support Queer Screen's future by joining the True
Love Giving Circles, our philanthropy program.
To learn more, please contact Paul Kennedy at
paul.kennedy@queerscreen.org.au

or visit gueerscreen.org.au

THANKS TO OUR DONORS

True Love ($1,000+)

Brian Abel, Jonathan O'Kane, Peter Grimison,
Zoe Davis

True Love ($500+)

Andrew Narracott, Andrew Pickles, Benson
\Wu, Caroline Birkett, David Laidley, David
Libter, Dennis Berry, Filbert Sim, Janel
Carozza, Jodie Camden, Manivannan
Gopalakrishnan, Melissa Mcadam, Mike
Whalley, Peter McGee, Richard Harris,
Roger Gazard, Roy Bishop, Trevor Parkin

Friends of the Festival ($100+)

Alison King, Allan David Buckley, Andy
Haslem, Anthony Young, Bruce Cameron,
Chris Pycroft, Christopher Peat, Craig
Campbell, Craig Kneebone, David Hoffman,
Diana Coffey, Doug Millen, Dov Kornits,

Ed Callaghan, Edward Rose, Giovanni
Campolo-Arcidiaco, lan Adrian, lan Cull,

lan Johnston, Jessica Liley, John Boero,

John Robinson, John Tsioulos, Karen Bedford,
Kathirasen Ponnusamy, Lisa Cantlon,

Lucy Hawkins, Mackenzie Small, MahVeen
Shahraki, Meredith Williams, Michael Campi,
Patrick Loughnan, Patrick MclIntyre, Penny
Sharpe, Peter Copas, Peter Hammer, Philip
O'Donnell, Phoebe Malmoux-Setz, Rhys
Jarvis, Robert D'Arcy-Irvine, Robert Eidus,
Ryen Partin, Sally Chik, Sam Hole, Samantha
Jones, Sandra Cook, Sanouk Peiper, Shaun
Hayes, Sidney Alcantara, Sophie Whelan,
Stephen Gates, Su Goldfish, Ulrike Schroeder,
Vanessa Ly, Warwick Evans

THE TEAM

CEO | Benson Wu

Head of Partnerships & Philanthropy | Paul Kennedy
Programming & Industry Assistant | Celeste Diep
Festival Intern | Iris Lin, Mleghana Santhosh
Designer | Ariel Tsai

Bookkeeper | Adam Bold

Queer Screen Board

Co-Chairs | Jessica Liley, Mike Whalley
Treasurer | Michelle Mutchnik

Directors | Anthony Young, lan Goshko, Ted Rose
Company Secretary | Justin Yuen

Associates | Aimée Lindorff, David Libter,

Jacob Hkeik, Jules Laurent, Nadine Callaghan,
Rhys Jarvis, Sarah Thackway

Pre-Screeners

Alan Tubery, Anna Hay, Banx Azar, Bren Markey,
Brian Lindsay, Cameron Bayley, Esra Hicyilmaz,
Francesco De Giorgio, Freya Waring, Giovanni
Campolo-Arcidiaco, Jessica Cheng, John Tsioulos,
Jonathan Solomon, Joyce Chun, Karl Uhrich, Olivia
Campbell, Mal Cronin, Meredith Nigh, Nic Chang,
Pelenatete Smith, Sanouk Peiper, Sarah Thackway,
Sevana Ohandjanian, Susan McDonald, Terence
Priester, Troy Byrnes, William Dishon

Special thanks to Arlo Athey, John Mason, Luca
Whittington, Paul Struthers, Philip King and all of
our pink shirt volunteers.

Acknowledgement of Country

Queer Screen feels honoured to work, create and
contribute to the community on the land of the
Gadigal People of the Eora Nation. We pay our
respects to their Elders past and present, and
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.
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JIIVI
UEEN

Directed by Marco Nguyen and Nicolas
Athané | 2026 | France, Belgium

In French with English | subtitles | 86 mins
UNCL 18+

Screens with short film Lin’s Laundromat
Opening Night Party tickets available.

| WED 2 SEPT 7:00PM

AUSTRALIAN
PREMIERE

Sidesplittingly hilarious and packed with relentless,
rapid-fire wit, Jim Queen is a neon-soaked, high-camp
odyssey through a terrifying new apocalypse: a virus
that turns queer people straight.

Jim Parfait, a glorious, larger-than-life gay icon and
influencer, is faced with the ultimate nightmare when
the bizarre "Heterosis" virus sweeps through Paris.
Terrified by the prospect of losing his pristine 24-pack
abs and suddenly developing a desire to watch football
and engage in heterosexual romance, Jim must
embark on a desperate quest to find a cure. His only
ally is Lucien, a shy, soft-spoken twink thrust into the
role of sidekick. Together, this unlikely duo navigates a
perilous, glittering wasteland, forging alliances with
eclectic factions of the LGBTQ+ spectrum, from bears
and leather puppies to the city’s BDSM overlord whose
own cure for Heterosis involves a dildo-filled iron
maiden.

AWARDS AND FESTIVALS
2026 Cannes Film Festival
2026 Sydney Film Festival

2026 Melbourne International Film Festival

2026 Fantasia Film Festival



SWEET
MILK
LAKE

NSW PREMIERE

Directed by Harvey Zielinski | 2026
Australia | English | 94 mins | UNCL 15+

TUE 8 SEPT 7:00PM

Filmmaker Harvey Zielinski
in attendance for Q&A

A tender, high-stakes exploration of brotherhood,
belonging, and the boyhoods left behind. With an
exceptional ensemble cast including Harvey Zielinski
(Deadloch), Hunter Page-Lochard (Cleverman), Kieran
Darcy-Smith (Animal Kingdom), Nic Cassim (The
Correspondent) and more.

When Jake (Harvey Zielinski), a soft-spoken young
trans man, returns to his remote, rural hometown of
Sweet Milk to visit his terminally ill, estranged father
(Kieran Darcy-Smith), he expects closure. Instead, he
gets a clean slate. Totally unaware that Jake has
transitioned, his ailing dad mistakes him for his
successful, cisgender twin brother, Sam. Seizing an
unexpected opportunity to fit in as masculine in a place
where nobody suspects his past, Jake steps into his
brother's shoes to reclaim a boyhood he was denied.
But with secrets beginning to threaten the fragile peace
Jake has found, the intoxicating allure of messy male
privilege quickly tangles Jake in a suffocating web of
deception that threatens to shatter his perfect world.

AWARDS AND FESTIVALS
2026 Melbourne International Film Festival

NOILILAdINOD FUNLYIH IAILYHYYN ONIDHIINT LHOINONISOT
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BIG GIRLS
DON'T CRY

NSW PREMIERE

Directed by Paloma Schneideman | 2025
New Zealand | English | 99 mins | MA 15+

SUN 6 SEPT 4:15PM
Screens with short film Bottlecap

THE EDUCATION
OF JANE CUMMING

NSW PREMIERE

Directed by Sophie Heldman | 2026 | UK,
Germany, Switzerland | English | 114 mins
UNCL 15+

THUR 3 SEPT 7:00PM
Screens with short film Fish & Chips

Executive produced by Jane Campion, this bittersweet
slice of pre-smartphone nostalgia is a sensitive portrait
of queer youth. Desperate to reinvent herself before
tourists arrive in her quiet New Zealand beach
town, 14-year-old Sid begins catfishing her crush on
an instant-messaging app. While her reckless digital
facade alienates her family, it catches the eye of her
sister's friend, Freya. This debut from Paloma
Schneideman beautifully bottles the cringeworthy
angst and tender chaos of growing up queer.

Based on true events, this striking period piece
exposes the real-life trial of a lesbian couple that
rocked 19th-century Scotland. Isolated by racism,
Indian-born student Jane Cumming turns to
progressive teachers Marianne Woods and Jane
Pirie for solace. But when her bid to join their inner
circle is rejected, admiration morphs into a
psychological game, driving her to unleash a
ruinous accusation. Evoking Portrait of a Lady on
Fire, Sophie Heldman’s exquisite drama stars Mia
Tharia and Fiona Shaw (Killing Eve).



NMONTREAL,
MY BEAUTIFUL

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Directed by Xiaodan He | 2025 | Canada
In French and Mandarin with English
subtitles | 118 mins | UNCL 18+

SAT 5 SEPT 4:00PM

TEST

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Directed by Sam McConnell | 2026
USA | English | 111 mins | UNCL 18+

SAT 5 SEPT 3:30PM

Screens with short film SUPERCOCKERS:
The Real Bad Boys of Badminton

Starring Joan Chen (Saving Face, Didi) in a
career-defining performance, this powerful romantic
drama follows a woman discovering her queer
identity later in life. Feng Xia has spent decades
cultivating a perfect traditional family within
Montreal's Chinese ex-pat community. But when an
affair with a younger Québécoise woman awakens
her long-suppressed sexuality, she must choose
between her own freedom and the home she built.
Xioodan He's moving feature explores BIPOC queer
family dynamics with profound nuance.

Screenwriter-star Brock Yurich (Succession) drives
this visceral drama about an amateur bodybuilder
chasing his pro card. To fund his gruelling regimen
and support his demanding mother (Emmy-winner
Tammy Blanchard), Eddie moonlights as a webcam
model. When he hires a legendary coach, the trainer's
dangerous, unconventional methods spark an
unexpected queer awakening. Caught between his
religious community's strict faith and a volatile new
romance, Eddie faces a suffocating choice as his
biggest competition looms.
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BODY BLOW

Directed by Dean Francis | 2025
Australia | English | 99 mins | UNCL 18+

THURS 3 SEPT 6:15PM
Screens with short film Choked

BOUND

(30™ANNIVERSARY)

Directed by Lana and Lilly Wachowski
1996 | USA | English | 108 mins | R18+

FRI 4 SEPT 6:30PM
Screens with short film Lesbian Mud Wrestling

Sydney director Dean Francis (Drown) delivers a
neon-soaked homage to late-1980s erotic thrillers,
packed with kink and danger. Musclebound,
sex-addicted cop Aiden goes undercover among
the underground bars and drag joints of Sydney’s
iconic Oxford Street. When he meets seductive
bartender and sex worker Cody (Tom Rodgers), an
unexpected queer awakening spirals into chaos.
Aiden finds himself hopelessly embroiled in a
lethal web of drugs, violence, and a deadly heist
orchestrated by drag Mafioso Fat Frankie.

The classic neo-noir erotic crime caper returns for a
special 30th-anniversary screening. Bound follows
Violet (Jennifer Tilly), the seductive girlfriend of
violent mobster Caesar, and Corky (Gina Gershon),
a fierce ex-con, as they hatch a daring scheme to
steal $2 million of laundered Mafia cash. The
Wachowskis' spectacular feature debut established
their legendary collaboration with cinematographer
Bill Pope (The Matrix). Sizzling with iconic sapphic
chemistry, this hyper-stylised triumph only gets
better with age.



COWARD

Directed by Lukas Dhont | 2026 | Belgium
In French and Dutch with English subtitles
120 mins | UNCL 18+

FRI 4 SEPT 7:00PM

HUNKY JESUS

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Directed by Jennifer M. Kroot | 2026
USA | English | 85 mins | UNCL 15+

SUN 6 SEPT 2:00PM
Screens with short film Queering Sydney

Lukas Dhont (Close) returns with a stunning WWI
romance that serves as an epic testament to
finding queer joy in the darkest of times. On the
Western Front, flamboyant performer Francis
(Valentin Campagne) directs a theatrical troupe of
fellow "rejects" to keep morale high. When quiet,
war-weary soldier Pierre (Emmanuel Macchia) is
assigned to assist, their intimacy evolves into a
moving love story born in the trenches. The leads
shared a richly deserved Best Actor prize at the
Cannes Film Festival.

Director Jennifer M. Kroot (To Be Takei) delivers a
riotous, heartfelt ode to the legendary Sisters of
Perpetual Indulgence. Weaving between the
blasphemous cabaret of the 2023 Dolores Park
festival and rich archival history, this vibrant
documentary chronicles the vital social justice
movement founded in 1979. Anchored by intimate
interviews with icons Sister Roma, Grand Mother
Vish-Knew, and Saint Honey Mahogany, the film
honours decades of fierce political resistance,
radical compassion, and sexy, liberating joy.
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LA BOLA NEGRA

Directed by Javier Calvo and Javier
Ambrossi 2026 | France, Spain | In Spanish
with English subtitles | 159 mins | MA 15+

| SAT 5 SEPT 6:30PM

OUR EFFED UP
WORLD

NSW PREMIERE

Directed by Alice Maio Mackay | 2026
Australia | English | 67 mins | UNCL 18+

MON 7 SEPT 6:30PM
Screens with short film Fishy

Starring Penélope Cruz and Glenn Closeg, this Cannes
Best Director winner is a romantic queer epic
spanning 85 years of Spanish history. Interweaving
three timelines (1932, 1937, and 2017), the film
follows an exiled aristocrat, a Civil War soldier in love
with a prisoner, and a modern historian uncovering
an inherited secret. Directed by Javier Calvo and
Javier Ambrossi, this visually stunning masterpiece
connects generations through Federico Garcia
Lorca’s poetry in a powerful story of memory and
self-acceptance.

This retro sci-fi horror from Alice Maio Mackay follows
Sheri (Sara Thompson), a small-town homebody
grieving her grandmother’s passing and her video
store crew as they fight a gruesome alien entity.
Produced by Jane Schoenbrun (I Saw the TV Glow),
the film boasts an incredible ensemble including
Brandon Flynn and Annapurna Sriram (Fucktoys),
Jack Haven, Alexei Toliopoulos, and a cameo from
Leela VVarghese (Lesbian Space Princess). Together,
Sheri and her chosen family make their best effort to
save their crappy planet.



DR. POPPERS

Directed by Arthur Morard | France | 18 mins

A casual hookup turns chaotic when Antoine
accidently spills poppers into a stranger's nose,
forcing the two to bond over an unwanted trip to
the ER.

GOAT

Directed by Kimberley Benjamin | Australia | 12 mins

Lilah falls hard for her new coworker but isn’t sure
she’s queer, sparking a chaotic, heartfelt race to
find out before she misses her chance to ask her
to the NAIDOC Ball.

SOUVENIR

Directed by Renée Marie Petropoulos | Australia | 15 mins

While stuck on a family vacation, a young closeted
teen must confront the unnerving hold her girlfriend
has over her after she takes unwarranted photos of
her during sex.

SUNDAY LUNCH

Directed by Lyndon Henley Hanrahan | UK | 15 mins

A closeted lesbian brings her girlfriend to Sunday
lunch to come out to her Catholic family, but her
relatives find increasingly absurd ways to stop
her from saying the words.

EYELINER

Directed by Aisha Boudijillouli | UK | 8 mins

After stealing eyeliner with her best friend, trans
teen Nina discovers how differently society treats
her journey into womanhood.

KILORAN BAY

Directed by Michael Bruce | UK | 13 mins

Returning to Scotland for a wedding, a gay man
confronts long-buried memories alongside his
partner in this joyous queer musical starring Alan
Cumming.

SPIDERS ON MY LASHLINE

Directed by Grace Tan | Australia | 8 mins

Following an attack, genderqueer pole dancer
Ash takes shelter in a church, where childhood
memories resurface and help them find strength
again.

TALK ME

Directed by Joecar Hanna | Spain, USA | 20 mins

In a world where words replace intimacy, a
Spanish village outsider must choose between
a loveless marriage and true connection with a
stranger. Executive produced by Spike Lee.
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